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Faculty Guidelines for Supervising Honors Projects

Students in Keystone’s Honors Program are required to do an Honors project in one of their
courses during most of their semesters at Keystone (3 courses for Associate’s Degree students, 6 for
Bachelor’s Degree students). There are many ways an honors component could be added to a course.
Research into programs at other schools indicates that something like just adding a paper, for example,
is often not the best choice. There is a saying among honors directors: “Just more is not better; better is
better.”

With that in mind, here is a list of possible honors components, although faculty should not feel limited
to just these suggestions.

1. An expanded paper assignment with emphasis on a higher level of analysis, not necessarily length
(i.e., using more primary sources or advanced readings)

2. Advanced or additional problem sets or proofs

3. An additional research project

4. An extra research paper, or a paper in a course that does not require a paper
5. A class presentation or lecture (if not already required)

6. Additional readings (perhaps textbook chapters not usually assigned) with summaries and reviews
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. Field research (e.g. architecture in Scranton, wildlife on the back campus, etc.)
8. Completion of additional artwork

9. Combining the content of a course with a project from another discipline (an art project tied to a
history course, for example)

The honors component could also involve the following: 1. A defense of a paper/project before a faculty
panel 2. Presentation of a paper or research project on campus or at a conference that facilitates
student presentations

When the project involves writing, approximately 8-10 pages are required, whether it be one or more
papers or an extension of a paper already required for a course. The Honors Council proposes that a
rough estimate of the scope of the project might be put in terms of being the equivalent of a one-credit
course.

All Keystone courses are eligible to be taken for Honors Designation by students in the Honors Program,
with the permission of the instructor, except the following: FYS 1110, COMM 1125, PHED 1110, IT 1115,
MATH 1115, MATH 1125, SCI 0050, ACCT 1125, ACCT 1155, ACCT 1160, IT 4710 through 4730, all 1000-
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level ART studio courses, all Internship, Field Experience, Student Teaching, and Experiential Learning
courses.

When honors students wish to take a course for honors designation, they should consult with the
professor by the end of the first week of the semester. The professor, together with the student, should
fill out the Honors Contract and submit it to the Honors Program Director by the end of the fourth week
of classes. At that point it will be submitted for approval by the Honors Council, which will be
responsible for making sure that it is roughly equal in scope with other honors contracts. Adjunct faculty
members who wish to supervise an Honors Project must have the approval of the appropriate program
coordinator.

Faculty will be paid a stipend of $100 for one student in a class that is taking it for honors and $50 for
each additional student in a class. Adjunct instructors will be eligible to teach an honors component with
the approval of the Program Coordinator. At the end of the semester, the contract will be returned to
the faculty member for the grades to be entered, and then the signed contract should be returned to
the Honors Program Director. Students must have a minimum grade of “B” in both the course and the
Honors component of the course for Honors designation on the transcript.



